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Members Present:


Thomas Michael


William Chase


Joseph Bowman, DBVI

Douglas Cox, DOE


Ronald Lanier, DDHH

James Rothrock, DRS

LaDonna Larsen

Members Absent

Vacant member

Others Present:

Catharine Clough, Interpreter

Pat Isaacs, Interpreter


Shawn Utt, New River Valley DSB
Sandra Wagner, CVILC (via phone)


LaDonna Rogers, DRS


Eldon James, Rappahannock Regional DSB
Rhonda Sober, Crater DSB

Geraldine Parrish, Goochland/Phowhatan DSB

Anne McDonnell, BIAV


Jason Young, The Mill House

Sheila Williams, DRS



Mary-Margaret Cash, DRS
Call To Order / Welcome/Introduction of Members and Guests 

Jim Rothrock, called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM.  Mr. Rothrock welcomed the members and guests to the meeting.  Mr. Rothrock reported that Marianne Cashatt, the Council’s chairperson, had resigned from the Council due to medical problems. He praised the wonderful leadership she provided the Council since its inception.  He also stated the Council currently does not have by-laws or a vice-chairperson and with the consent of the Council he will act in the capacity as chair today. The meeting agenda was approved as proposed.  

Approval of May 10, 2002, Minutes


The minutes were approved as submitted.

Public Comments

· Eldon James, Rappahannock Regional DSB requested that funds be awarded to programs identified in local needs assessment, which his board feels are the most significant issues.

· Betty Newell, President of Community Action for Rural Transportation (CART), sent a fax regarding the use of the remaining funds from RSIF FY03.  LaDonna Rogers called her prior to the meeting to explain the status of the FY 03 funds.  Ms. Newell was satisfied as all the FY03 funds were expended.

· Joan Manley, Rockbridge Area Transportation System (RATS) and Rockbridge DSB sent a fax encouraging the Council to make the RSIF funds available to all DSBs, preferably on a non-competitive basis.  She indicated that DSB members were volunteers and not necessarily skilled in competitive grant writing.

· Ann McDonnald, Brain Injury Association of Virginia, thanked the Council, as their organization had four grants that were used to educate employees in the local school systems on how to interact with survivors of brain injuries.  BIAV is working on the Best Practices Manual as a result of these grants and they hope the manual will become the new state guidelines. (I think she said they are working with the Dept. of Education to incorporate this manual)

· Jason Young, Mill House, thanked the Council for three grants they had received, and indicated the budget cuts had a great effect on their organization. 

FY2003 Rehabilitative Services Incentive Fund


Current Status - Jim Rothrock gave an overview of the Commonwealth’s budget status and how it affected the DSBs and the RSIF.  The total RSIF funds expended were $274,214.95, a deficit of $91,714.95 over the reduced budget of $182,500.  There were 11 grants that did not submit request for reimbursement for FY03. 


Fiscal Year 04 Funding and Grants – The Council discussed the status of RSIF grants for FY04.  There are 26 multi-year grants committed for FY04 that total $283,673, that amount is $101,174 in excess of available funds of $182,500. They discussed how each boards needs assessment should identify the service requested in their RSIF proposals.  Bill Chase moved that all future RSIF proposals have the “needs assessment section” directly associated with the current required tri-annual needs assessment report of that Disability Services Board.  The motion was seconded by Tom Michael and passed unanimously. 

Jim Rothrock reviewed the two options provided by the DSB support staff for FY 04 RSIF funding.  He solicited other options from the Council and these in attendance.  The options discussed were: 1) continue the already committed 26 multi-year grants totaling $283,674 which is $101,174 over available funds; or 2) use funds for the competitive process. Joe Bowman moved to award the FY04 funds on a competitive basis with preference given to previously funded multi-year grants and that all proposals  must be tied directly to the 2003 Needs Assessments.  The motion was seconded by Bill Chase and passed unanimously.  The Council requested Tom Michael to work with staff to develop criteria through the current points system to ensure current multi-year grant recipients receive additional credit above that received by all other applicants. During the Council’s discussion they amended the origin motion to change “priority” to “preference” and added to have the proposals “tied directly to the 2003 needs assessments”.  

Joe Bowman moved to cap the amount of each request at $15,000 with one proposal per DSB.  The motion was seconded by LaDonna Larsen and passed unanimously.  


LaDonna Rogers reviewed the proposed timeline for the FY 2004 RSIF Competitive Grants.  Tom Michael moved to approve the timeline as presented.  The motion was seconded by Bill Chase and passed unanimously.  The Council also discussed the status of funding for the DSB local staff and their administrative funding.  

New Business

Mr. Rothrock provided an overview of the proposed by-laws.  Ron Lainer moved to accept the by-laws on a conceptual call.  The motion was seconded by Ron Lainer and passed unanimously.  Joe Bowman requested LaDonna Rogers verify the Code of Virginia reference regarding the duties of the Council.  She will sent a finalized copy to all members.

Next Meeting Date/Adjournment

The next meeting will be in June at a date to be announced later.  The purpose of the meeting will be to approve FY 2004 RSIF grants and elect a vice-chairperson.  LaDonna Rogers will coordinate a time that meets the schedules of Council members.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 PM.
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