COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

DISABILITY SERVICES COUNCIL

May 10, 2002

Department of Rehabilitative Service

Central Office Conference Rooms

Members Present:


Thomas Michael


Marianne Cashatt, Chairperson


Joseph Bowman, DBVI

Douglas Cox, DOE


Ronald Lanier, DDHH

James Rothrock, DRS

William Chase

Members Absent

LaDonna Larsen
Others Present:

Catharine Clough, Interpreter

Delores Winfield, Richmond DSB


Shawn Utt, New River Valley DSB
Sandra Cook, Crater DSB


Mark Hawkins, DRS



Dina Zanetti, DRS

LaDonna Rogers, DRS


Clover Hargrove, CVILC Consumer

Jean Brickey, NRV DSB


Karen Michalski-Karney, BRILC

Rhonda Sober, Crater DSB


Kathryn Lawson, VBPD

Lewie Lawrence, Middle Peninsula PDC
Kathy Hayfield, DRS

Sheila Williams, DRS
Call To Order / Welcome/Introduction of Members and Guests 

Marianne Cashatt, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 11:10 AM.  Ms. Cashatt welcomed the members and guests to the meeting.  Ms. Cashatt presented Kathy Hayfield, who is leaving the Department of Rehabilitative Services, with a letter and certificate of appreciation for the dedication and support she has provided the Council in recent years.  The meeting agenda was approved as proposed.  

Approval of March 25, 2002, Minutes


The minutes were approved as amended.   

Public Comments

· Lewie Lawrence of the Middle Peninsula Planning District Commission requested the support of the Council for the Gloucester County proposal.  The proposal is for funds to replace their temporary ramp for a permanent solution to provide safe and comfortable access for all persons entering the courthouse.  

· Jean Brickey, New River Valley DSB requested the Council approve funding for the Blue Ridge Independent Living Center’s satellite office.  She stated that the CIL would increase their services to add 50 new consumers.  She discussed the collaboration between the DSB, the local governments and the CIL that has developed as a result of this project.

· Karen Michalski-Karney, of the Blue Ridge Independent Living Center, spoke in support of the New River Valley satellite office and their numerous programs.

· Sandra Cooke, of the Crater DSB, spoke on behalf of the Central Virginia Independent Living Center.  She requested the Council fund the proposal for transportation to clients as identified in their needs assessment.

· Clover Hargrove, consumer of the CVILC, spoke in behalf of the CIL and praised the support she received from them in the past.  

FY2003 RSIF Appeal Letters – Mark Hawkins provided the Council with an overview of the appeal letters received. 

· Peninsula DSB submitted an appeal letter from York County Children’s Services Division to provide prevention and early intervention services to children in an inclusive preschool setting.  Doug Cox made a motion to uphold the original decision, not to fund this proposal, due to duplication of the IEP. The motion was seconded by Joe Bowman and passed unanimously. 

· Lord Fairfax DSB submitted an appeal letter from Heart Havens to purchase office setup equipment for a newly built group home.  Bill Chase made a motion to uphold the original decision since the proposal does not satisfy an unmet need for individuals with physical and/or sensory disabilities. The motion was seconded by Ron Lanier and passed with a five to one vote. 

· Manassas-Manassas Park DSB submitted an appeal letter from Freedom Aquatic and Fitness Center to purchase equipment to create a more accessible facility.  Joe Bowman made a motion to accept the appeal and fund the proposal. The motion was seconded by Tom Michael and passed unanimously. 

· Middle Peninsula Park DSB submitted an appeal from Gloucester County to replace their temporary ramp with a permanent ramp to provide a safer and accessible facility.  Joe Bowman made a motion to uphold the original decision in view of the fact that it is an American with Disabilities Act issue. The motion was seconded by Bill Chase and passed unanimously.

· Central Virginia DSB submitted an appeal from Bedford Community Health Foundation to purchase a lift-equipped van.  Tom Michael made a motion to accept their appeal and fund the proposal. The motion was seconded by Jim Rothrock and passed unanimously.  Jim moved to amend his motion that if Bedford Community Health Foundation can not leverage the additional funds from the county and the city they be allowed to use the funds to purchase rides.  The amendment was seconded by Joe Bowman and passed unanimously.

· Crater DSB submitted an appeal letters from Central Virginia Independent Living Center to provide independent living services.  Jim Rothrock made a motion to accept the appeal and to fund this proposal.  The motion was seconded by Tom Michael and passed unanimously.

· New River Valley DSB submitted an appeal letter from Blue Ridge Independent Living Center to continue the current level (50) of services to consumers.  Tom Michael made a motion to accept the appeal to fund this proposal.  The motion was seconded by Jim Rothrock and passed unanimously.

· Richmond City DSB submitted a proposal from Very Special Arts of Virginia to continue the da Vinci Project.  Bill Chase made a motion to accept the appeal and to fund this proposal.  The motion was seconded by Jim Rothrock and passed unanimously.

Competitive Funding (if dollars are available)

Mark Hawkins provided the Council with the approximate amount ($42,000) of dollars remaining in the FY03 fund for the competitive cycle of the program.  Tom Michael moved that the council allow the remaining RSIF dollars be used for the overall reduction of the DRS budget.  The motion was seconded by Joe Bowman and passed unanimously.    This means that there will not be a competitive round of grants for FY 2003.

New Business – Ms. Cashatt stated that, since several present had to leave to attend another meeting, the Council review the RSIF Guidelines in September.  It was suggested that a forum with DSB representatives might be arranged for that meeting.

Next Meeting Date/Adjournment – The next meeting will be in September at a date to be announced later.  The purpose of the meeting will be to review FY 2004 RSIF grants and review the RSIF Guidelines.  LaDonna Rogers will coordinate a time that meets the schedules of Council members.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:00.
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