To 2005 Town Meeting Stakeholders:

In 1998, the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) was awarded a two-year Planning Grant through the federal Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Act.  The goals of the grant were to conduct a statewide assessment of the needs of Virginians with brain injury and to develop an “action plan” for the development and enhancement of brain injury services.  In partnership with the Brain Injury Association of Virginia (BIAV) and Virginia Commonwealth University’s Medical College of Virginia (VCU/MCV), DRS held 19 town meetings statewide and mailed 10,000 surveys.  The information obtained from the needs assessment process became the basis for the 2000 Traumatic Brain Injury Action Plan in Virginia (available at www.vadrs.org/publications.htm or www.vadrs.org/cbs/biscis.htm).  Though much has been accomplished in the last five years, it is time to update the plan.  

 

DRS Brain Injury & Spinal Cord Injury Services (BI/SCIS) is "hosting" five town meetings around the state in 2005: Abingdon (5/10), Roanoke (5/11), Harrisonburg (5/18), Virginia Beach (5/24), and Fairfax (date To Be Announced).   As in 2000, DRS is partnering with BIAV and VCU: BIAV is coordinating logistics for all the meetings, while VCU will provide structure and guidance for discussion during the meetings.  Additional information on the Town Meetings is available on the DRS website under “What’s New at DRS” at http://www.vadrs.org/whatsnew.htm or at the Brain Injury & Spinal Cord Injury Services site at  http://www.vadrs.org/cbs/biscis.htm.  For additional information regarding a specific Town Meeting location, please contact the person listed below on the flyer for that particular meeting:  

May 10: Abingdon Town Meeting Flyer
May 11: Roanoke Town Meeting Flyer
May 18: Harrisonburg Town Meeting Flyer
May 24: Virginia Beach Town Meeting Flyer
June 7:  
Alexandria: 6-8:30 p.m. 





INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital
2501 Parker's Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306
Directions: http://www.inova.org/inovapublic.srt/imvh/map&directions.jsp?tStatus=23
Staff from the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center at Virginia Commonwealth University will facilitate the meetings.  All of the meetings will follow a similar process that includes a brief introduction to the overall goals of the Town Meeting process; a review of the various services and terms that will be used during the meeting; and a discussion of "core" brain injury services and local needs.  Information on developing and enhancing brain injury services within a local community will also be provided.

All meetings will be held from 6:00-8:30 p.m.  Snacks and light refreshments only will be provided at the meeting, so grab dinner before coming the meeting (or bring it with you).  If you are unable to attend a Town Meeting, documents are available on the BIAV and DRS websites for review (www.biav.net or www.vadrs.org/publications.htm or www.vadrs.org/cbs/biscis.htm). Written comments can be provided via U.S. mail to Brain Injury Action Plan, Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services, 8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Richmond, VA  23229, or by e-mail to: BIActionPlan@drs.virginia.gov.


We want your feedback and encourage you to attend if you can!  If you are unable to be at one of the meetings, please submit comments as noted above.  Share information about the upcoming Town Meetings with survivors, family members, colleagues, community partners, and other interested stakeholders.  


Written comments and results of all statewide Town Meetings will be summarized, reviewed, and incorporated into Virginia's 2005-2010 Brain Injury Action Plan. A draft copy of the document will be available at www.vadrs.org/publications.htm and at www.vadrs.org/cbs/biscis.htm for further review and comments.  Your input is critical to the development of Virginia's 2005-2010 Brain Injury Action Plan!  Please contact DRS or BIAV if you have any questions or need additional information.

Patti Goodall, Brain Injury / Spinal Cord Injury Services, Department of Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Richmond, VA  23229, 

804-662-7615; 800-552-5019; TTY 800-464-9950, Patti.Goodall@drs.virginia.gov
