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Attachment 4.8(b)(1) Cooperative Agreements with Agencies Not Carrying Out Activities Under the Statewide Workforce Investment System

In addition to partnerships established and enhanced through development and implementation of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) system in Virginia, DRS continues to emphasize the importance and necessity of cooperating with other community partners (federal, state and local agencies and programs) to assist in providing comprehensive and effective services for VR customers. One of the most successful cooperative relationships has been with the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) to provide services to individuals with substance abuse and with serious mental illness. The relationship with DBHDS continues to grow and the data shows the success to our customers brought about by this relationship.

DBHDS, Office of Substance Abuse, has provided DRS with fiscal and personnel resources to support the co-location of vocational rehabilitation (VR) counselors in the Community Services Boards (CSBs) since 1988. The resources that are being contributed by DBHDS allow DRS to have dedicated specialty counselors to provide VR services to individuals that experience substance abuse disabilities that also receive treatment services through the CSBs service system. The program expanded in the middle of SFY 2000 from three counselors to twenty-one counselors serving 18 of the forty CSBs. In addition, DRS provides services to individuals with serious mental illness, most of whom are also served by CSBs. There are twelve VR counselors dedicated to serve this specialty population. In addition, DRS staff serve on the statewide Mental Health Planning Council, the Councils’ Adult Services Committee, and work closely with DBHDS on various work groups and initiatives that focus on recovery and the integration of work into the mental health service system. Consultants from both the Office of Substance Abuse and the Office of Mental Health collaborate with DRS in conducting monitoring visits at the dedicated specialty staff sites, provide in-service training opportunities, and regularly share information to promote a common understanding of the strategies and practices to serve individuals with substance abuse and/or serious mental illness.

Since 1998, the Virginia Department of Social Services (DSS) and DRS have worked together under either a Memorandum of Understanding or more recently grants detailing how DRS offices around the state will accept referrals and serve TANF recipients who have disabilities. These recent grants from DSS have allowed DRS the opportunity to expand current successful programming by providing targeted case service funds which enhances the ability of DRS counselors statewide to assist eligible TANF recipients with disabilities overcome the functional limitations created by disability through the vocational rehabilitation service model. The grants also afford DRS mechanisms which build capacity by enhancing and expanding opportunities to serve increased numbers by placing dedicated VR counselors in four areas of the state with large TANF populations and providing dedicated diagnostic services through WWRC and the DRS Eastern Region. Overseeing the implementation of the grants is a TANF Coordinator who serves as a liaison between DRS Field Offices, local DSS offices, and partner agencies to develop a seamless system for service delivery for TANF recipients with disabilities. 

DRS also has established a collaborative relationship with the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing to provide funding for interpreter services for consumers accessing services at the Centers for Independent Living. DRS also collaborates with local community colleges in the provision of interpreter services designed to enhance access of VR consumers who are deaf to college resources and services.

In 2007, DRS entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Virginia Department of Veterans Services that will have the two agencies work together to mutually enhance their services to Virginians with disabilities.

The Commonwealth of Virginia (Section 2.2-1117 of the Code of Virginia) has a state use contracting program for services, articles and commodities performed or produced by persons, or in schools or workshops, under the supervision of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired. In addition, Section 2.2-1118 of the Code allows for the purchase of items or services from Employment Service Organizations without competitive procurement with certain requirements.
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