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NEW DIRECTOR NAMED FOR VIRGINIA’S OLMSTEAD INITIATIVE

(RICHMOND, Va.) — Catherine Harrison has been named Director of Community Integration for Virginia’s Olmstead Initiative, reporting to the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services.  In this role, Harrison advises the Secretary of Health and Human Resources and the Office of the Governor on matters that can impact the independence and community living options of thousands of Virginians with disabilities.

The office coordinates cross-governmental efforts to implement in Virginia the historic 1999 U.S. Supreme Court decision Olmstead v. L.C., which held that people with disabilities have the right to live in an integrated community setting rather than an institutional setting. 

Harrison coordinates implementation of Virginia’s efforts through the Commonwealth’s “Comprehensive, Cross-Governmental Strategic Plan to Assure Continued Community Integration of Virginians with Disabilities.” As director, she works with the Community Integration Advisory Commission and the Community Integration Implementation Team to develop, annually update and implement the strategic plan. She also helps to identify potential opportunities for the Commonwealth to expand options for those who wish to live in the community, including housing, jobs and transportation. In addition, she assists state agencies in implementing necessary policies and regulatory changes.

“Catherine Harrison’s proven relationships within Virginia state government, comprehensive knowledge of long-term care and passion for service will position her well to lead the state’s efforts to assist more Virginians to live more independently in community-based settings,” said DRS Commissioner Jim Rothrock.


Harrison most recently served as the director of policy for the Virginia Association of Health Plans. She previously was a senior health policy analyst at the Virginia Joint Commission on Health Care and a policy analyst at the Department of Medical Assistance Services in its Long Term Care and Policy and Research divisions. She received a bachelor’s degree in health care administration from Mary Baldwin College and a master’s in public administration from Virginia Tech.

Harrison replaces interim director Theresa Preda, who returns to her duties as DRS’ director of independent living and is serving as co-chair of a workgroup to improve collaboration among Virginia’s independent living and aging services.
###

The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services provides and advocates for the highest quality of services to help persons with disabilities maximize their employment, independence, and full inclusion into society. Through its four regional offices, 35 field offices, and various partnerships within the private and public sector, DRS assists more than 30,000 consumers annually with services including vocational counseling, career exploration, training, assistive technology and other specialized programs that cater to individual needs. For more information, visit www.vadrs.org.






