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Commonwealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized:




BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, brain injury is a serious national public health epidemic that, according to the Centers for Disease Control, strikes an estimated 1.4 million Americans and 20,000 Virginians annually; and

WHEREAS, each year another 80,000 Americans (2,500 of them Virginians} sustain moderate to severe brain injuries, resulting in 5.3 million people who live with permanent disabilities that include significant physical, cognitive, and emotional impairment; and

WHEREAS, the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center reports that traumatic brain injury is the "signature injury" for troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, with more than two-thirds ofblast-injured veterans identified as having a brain injury; and

WHEREAS, the average lifetime cost of care for a person with a severe traumatic brain injury ranges from $600,000 to $1,875,000; and

WHEREAS, the effects of brain injury are devastating emotionally and financially to families; and

WHEREAS, many individuals with brain injury can make valuable contributions to our society with appropriate services and supports;

WHEREAS, the Department of Rehabilitative Services, as the state agency designated to coordinate services for people with brain injury, works collaboratively with the Brain Injury Association of Virginia and other advocacy groups to meet the needs ofVirginians with brain injury; and

WHEREAS, the Brain Injury Association of America recognizes March as National Brain Injury Awareness Month to enhance public awareness of the extent, causes, consequences, treatment, and prevention of brain injury;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Timothy M. Kaine, do hereby do hereby proclaim March 2006 as BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH in the COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and I call this observance to the attention ofal1 our citizens.
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