STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL

(SILC)

CONSUMER EDUCATION COMMITTEE

October 15, 2002

<DRAFT>

Members Present:  Bill Ward, Chair, David Harris, Jenny McKenzie, David Benjamin(Chair-Transportation), Lewis Atkins

Website

We are still in negotiations with WHRO (Hampton Roads PBS affiliate) to gain non-profit status to get a discount on web design.

Website ideas

· Interactive forum to ask and receive answers to questions, either in a “bulletin board” or a form-feedback format

· Community Action Specialist identification and contact information for each Center for Independent Living for the public to direct questions to

· Service areas for each Center for Independent Living

· Listing on various search engines and the Department of Rehabilitative Services website..(www.vadrs.org)

· The Statewide Independent Living Council web site is at www.vasilc.org

All SILC members need to check out website and offer advice to benefit people with disabilities all over Virginia.

Newsletter

· David Benjamin and Bonita Reid brought in articles to put in future SILC Newsletters.

· We need to develop a form to get permission from people to have an article about them in our newsletter

· An idea for the newsletter was to write about the various activities our Community Action Specialists are undertaking across the Commonwealth

· Another good idea would be personal stories about people with disabilities helping other people with disabilities-for Winter/Christmas Issue.

· It was Stated that Jenny McKenzie received an honorary American Council for the Blind Lifetime Membership, and Bonita Reid has been appointed to the State Rehabilitation Council of DRS

· We also discussed the possibility of translating our newsletter into Spanish

Given the small attendance by the Transportation Committee and limited number of SILC members, it was agreed to merge the Transportation Committee and the Consumer Education Committee together.  It was well noted that a lot of statewide Transportation issues require getting the word out through consumer/community education.
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