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The Arc of the Virginia Peninsula Teams with Soluble Systems, LLC to Create Jobs for People with Disabilities

Hampton – The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), the state agency that helps people with disabilities maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society, is pleased to announce that one of the agency’s partners, The Arc of the Virginia Peninsula, has teamed with Soluble Systems, LLC to manufacture and distribute TheraGauze™, a patented advanced wound care product, at The Arc’s facility in Hampton, Virginia—a collaborative effort which will provide jobs for people with developmental disabilities.
“This is really the ultimate win-win situation,” states Kasia Grzelkowski, President/CEO of The Arc of the Virginia Peninsula, “We are able to create meaningful employment for people with developmental disabilities, while making a product that will significantly improve the treatment of a variety of wounds and injuries.”   
Allan Staley, President of Soluble Systems, LLC, had this to say about the venture:  “The mission of our company is to help people with difficult-to-heal wounds heal faster, better and with less pain.  As a past Board Chair of the Arc of the Virginia Peninsula, I can’t think of a better organization to team with to help our company fulfill its mission.  The Arc has been incredible to work with and we hope our teaming relationship can be duplicated by other start-up ventures in Virginia.” 
Established in 1953, The Arc currently serves over 1600 individuals annually in employment, community living, day support and early childhood programs.  Last year, adults with significant disabilities participating in The Arc’s employment programs earned over $3.4 million in wages and those placed in jobs with community employers earned an additional $1 million.  The Arc of the Virginia Peninsula is a CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) Accredited vendor to DRS, providing vocational support services through facility-based and community-integrated employment services.  
“The Arc has done so much for persons with disabilities, not just in partnership with our agency, but also in fostering relationships like the one with Soluble Systems.  They are to be commended for their continued commitment to finding ways to put people with disabilities to work.  We value partners like The Arc that help make the mission and vision of our agency a reality,” said DRS Commissioner, James Rothrock.
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In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, DRS collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (v), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
The Arc of the Virginia Peninsula assists people with mental retardation and other disabilities in choosing goals and leading satisfying lives.  For more information, call (757) 896-6461 or visit www.arcvap.org
Soluble Systems, LLC is a Virginia company and is the maker of TheraGauze™, a line of non-stick moist wound care dressings that will not macerate the wound site and surrounding tissue.  The company’s patented breakthrough polymer technology, developed in collaboration with Polymer Solutions, Inc., located in the Virginia Tech Corporate Research Center in Blacksburg, Virginia, is the science behind TheraGauze™.  The polymer in TheraGauze™ will not stick to wound sites when moist, which reduces or eliminates pain during dressing changes.  Additionally, TheraGauze™ provides a balanced moisture environment for the wound to heal – absorbing fluid from exudating areas and releasing fluid to dry areas across the same wound site.  TheraGauze™ is also highly effective when used in conjunction with hydro-based antibiotic and antiseptic medicaments.  Currently available for trial use by medical professionals, TheraGauze™ will be available for sale starting in July 2007.  For more information, call (757) 877-8899 or visit www.solublesystems.com
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