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DRS Receives Federal Funding to Expand Statewide Brain Injury Resources 
Richmond - The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) announced that it has received $118,600 in federal funding, effective April 1 for the second year of a three-year grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration.  Funds are available to state government agencies under the federal Traumatic Brain Injury Act for three-year grants, called "Partnership Implementation Grants."  DRS submitted an initial grant application in collaboration with the Brain Injury Association of Virginia (BIAV) in 2006 and this partnership continues during year two.  This year's funding represents an increase of $18,600 in federal funds over last year's funding of $110,000.  DRS provides state match dollars in the amount of $50,000, while BIAV contributes an additional $9,300 in non-monetary resources.  
 

The federal grant funds cannot be used to provide individual services; funds are designated specifically for statewide "systems change" activities.  The focus of Virginia's grant is to strengthen the state's infrastructure for the delivery of brain injury services through several approaches, including improvement in statewide data collection and analysis; improving advocacy efforts among survivors and family members through "Advocacy Academies;" updating Virginia's 2005 Statewide Action Plan for Brain Injury; and conducting numerous educational and outreach activities.  DRS and BIAV will establish outreach to members of the Hispanic community, Virginia's native tribes, and with Veterans Administration staff statewide to raise awareness about brain injury identification, treatment, resources, and prevention.  A Statewide Regional Resource Coordinator who is funded under this grant is located at the BIAV office in Richmond, and works with four state-funded coordinators who carry out many grant-related activities.
 

According to DRS, approximately 20,000 Virginians are reported annually to the Virginia Central Registry for Brain Injury and Spinal Cord Injury, and 2,000 of those reported will require long-term services and supports.  James Rothrock, DRS Commissioner, stated, "The continued federal funding for systems change will allow Virginia to maintain and strengthen the network of community-based programs already in place, as well as encourage education and outreach efforts into unserved and underserved communities."  For additional information about the three-year federal grant, contact Patricia Goodall, DRS Brain Injury and Spinal Cord Injury Services, at 800-552-5019 or Patti.Goodall@drs.virginia.gov.
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