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Lynchburg Program for Youth with Disabilities Wins Award

Lynchburg – A Lynchburg program that helps students with disabilities make the leap from high school to adult life will be recognized by the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) with its “Commissioner’s Award” at this year’s Transition Forum, to be held March 12-14 at the Norfolk Waterside Marriott in Norfolk, Virginia.  The award-winning program is an innovative collaboration between Central Virginia Community College and the Lynchburg City Schools called The College for Living Plus that provides students with disabilities the opportunity to acquire independent living, self advocacy and employment skills in a college setting. 

The program provides over 400 hours of instruction to prepare students for traditional college-level classes in a variety of fields, mentoring to assist the students in the transition to college campus life and an opportunity to participate in assessments and internships in local businesses in the Lynchburg area.  The classes are taught by college professors and the students receive both high school and college credit for completion.  In the past two years about 30 students from the Lynchburg City Schools have been involved in the program and the first graduating class will complete the program this spring.  In the fall of 2007 the program is expanding to serve students from several surrounding county school systems.    
Jim Lemons, Workforce Development Administrator for Workforce Development and Continuing Education at CVCC and Wyllys VanDerwerker, Special Education Director for the Lynchburg City Schools have been the driving forces in the development of The College for Living Plus and will be accepting the “Commissioner’s Award” on behalf of the program.  “We recognized a fundamental need among students with disabilities and did not let any barriers get in the way of creating a program that provides support that is critical for them to successfully transition into employment,” said Dr. Lemons of the program.  Also instrumental in the success of the program are Vicki Graham and Dana Koening from Lynchburg City Schools and Nancy Robertson from DRS.  “The great thing about The College for Living Plus is that not only does it empower young adults with disabilities to gain skills they need to be successful, it trains new workers for employers in the community,” said Mr. VanDerwerker.
DRS, the state agency that helps persons with disabilities maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society, has worked closely with the program and is 
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working actively with the students who are participating in the employment portion of the 
program.  “The College for Living Plus helps students achieve positive employment outcomes
and is an excellent example of how public-private partnerships can be a win/win for everyone involved,” said DRS Commissioner Jim Rothrock.

Backgrounds:  
In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, DRS collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (v), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
Virginia Community College SystemCVCC, a two-year institution established as a member of the , provides State-supported educational facilities beyond the high school level for the cities of Lynchburg and Bedford and the counties of Amherst, Appomattox, Bedford, and Campbell.  For more information about CVCC, call 434-832-7600 or visit www.cv.cc.va.us
The Lynchburg City Schools, with its Tradition of Excellence, recognizes the uniqueness and worth of all students and will teach each student the concepts, knowledge, and skills necessary to be a thinking, productive, and responsible citizen.  For more information about Lynchburg City Schools, call 434-522-3700 or visit www.lynchburg.org
###
  �















