
[image: image1.png]REHABILITATIVE SERVICES



               

            News Release
Contact: Kelly Wolf, Public Information Officer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Phone: 804-662-7690





May 15, 2007
Email: Kelly.Wolf@drs.virginia.gov 
Web: www.vadrs.org
Dr. Joseph Ashley Receives Award
Richmond – The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) is pleased to announce that Assistant Commissioner Dr. Joseph Ashley, Director, Grants and Special Programs, has been awarded the Paul R. Hoffman Award by the Vocational Evaluation and Career Assessment Professionals (VECAP) organization.  
The award recognizes innovation and creativity in service to persons with disabilities through professional or technical achievements in vocational assessment or work adjustment.  The award was presented on April 28, 2007 during the awards luncheon at the 13th National Forum on Issues in Vocational Assessment, Evaluation and Work Adjustment held in Auburn, Alabama at the Auburn University.  
“Dr. Ashley is to be commended for an award which recognizes two decades worth of contributions to the field of vocational rehabilitation.  Dr. Ashley’s steadfast dedication to his work is an asset to our agency and, most importantly, to our agency’s clients—Virginians with disabilities seeking employment and independence,” commented DRS Commissioner James Rothrock.
Backgrounds
VECAP is committed to advance and improve the fields of vocational evaluation and career assessment and represents the needs of the professionals who provide those services.  Its scope of services will encompass individuals who need assistance with vocational development and/or career decision making.  For more information about VECAP, visit http://www.vecap.org or call (785) 404-2105.
In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, DRS collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (v), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
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