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Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center Celebrates Grand Opening of Rothrock Hall
~ Medical Center Re-Opened after 10 Years~


Fishersville, Virginia— The Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center (WWRC) opened the doors to its new medical building, Rothrock Hall, on Wednesday, June 24, 2009 in a dedication ceremony on the WWRC Campus in Fishersville, Virginia.  The medical building, which was closed almost a decade ago due to structural problems with the foundation, re-opened as a modern residential facility for clients who require nursing and attendant care, while enrolled in a vocational rehabilitation program.  It is equipped with adaptive technology and devices designed to assist clients with the most severe disabilities. 
The building was named in honor of James A. Rothrock, Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), in recognition for his commitment and tireless work on behalf of Virginians with disabilities. Rothrock has been affiliated with the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center for over forty years, which began when he became a client after he sustained a spinal cord injury during a sledding accident at age 16.  After graduating from Martinsville High School, St. Andrews Presbyterian College in 1971, and Virginia Commonwealth University in 1979, he has since built a career focused in disability advocacy and programming.  He has served in various positions including counselor, lobbyist, adjunct professor, Deputy Commissioner and Commissioner. His leadership within and outside of state government has resulted in innovative programs and services that continue to give Virginians with disabilities greater access to competitive employment, independent living, and economic independence.
The day’s celebration featured letters from Governor Tim Kaine, presented by Secretary of Health and Human Services Marilyn Tavenner, Senators Jim Webb and Mark Warner, and comments by Delegate Steven Landes of Weyers Cave.


Rothrock states, “I was fortunate to have met people who transformed my life while I was a student at WWRC more than 40 years ago, and I am confident that our current students will be exposed to transformational experiences today, especially with this new building to complement the exceptional array of professionals we have here at WWRC.”
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Background:

The Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center (WWRC) is the first state-owned and operated comprehensive rehabilitation center in the country. WWRC provides comprehensive medical, assistive technology and vocational rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities to help them gain increased independence and employment. WWRC is a division of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services.


The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) is the state agency that provides and advocates for the highest quality of services to help persons with disabilities maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society. Through its 4 regional and 36 field offices, DRS provides a comprehensive array of services such as vocational counseling, career exploration, training, assistive technology, and other specialty programs that meet individual needs, interests and abilities. 
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