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July Town Hall Meeting Scheduled in Conjunction with Virginia Association of the Deaf Conference
Williamsburg – A Town Hall meeting, in which comments will be sought about state services to Virginians who are deaf, hard of hearing, late deafened and deafblind, will be held on July 19, 2007 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Williamsburg Woodlands Hotel & Suites, 105 Visitor Center Drive in Williamsburg, Virginia.   

The meeting, which is free and open to the public, will be held prior to the opening of the 2007 Virginia Association of the Deaf Conference.  To ensure communication accessibility, sign language interpreters and Communication Access Realtime Translation (also known as realtime captioning) will be provided.
A statewide interagency team comprised of four state agency programs that serve persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, late deafened or deafblind—the Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, the Department of Rehabilitative Services, the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired and the Valley Community Services Board—will host the Town Meeting.  

The interagency team was formed in May 2005 as a result of an interagency activity which developed an “Agencies Working Together Collaborative Model for Services to Persons who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, Late Deafened or DeafBlind”.  The Collaborative seeks to create a formal mechanism to support each agency’s efforts to improve services; to identify service gaps and to further develop or improve access to services within or outside of the collaborative agencies
For more information about the Town Hall meeting, contact Gary Talley at the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Heard of Hearing at (800) 552-7917 or (804) 662-9502.  
-More-

Background
In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (Voice), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
The Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (VDDHH) works to reduce the communication barriers between persons who are deaf or hard of hearing and their families and the professionals who serve them.  For more information about VDDHH, call 1-800- 552-7917 (Voice/TTY), (804) 662-9502 (Voice/TTY) or visit www.vddhh.org
The mission of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) is to empower blind, visually impaired, and deafblind individuals to achieve their maximum level of employment, education, and personal independence.  For more information about DBVI, call 1-800-622-2155 (Voice/TTY) or (804) 371-3140 (Voice/TTY) or visit www.vdbvi.org.

The mission of the Valley Community Services Board is to provide community based mental health, mental retardation and substance abuse services to the citizens in the Counties of Augusta and Highland and the Cities of Staunton and Waynesboro.  For more information about Valley Community Services Board, call 1-888-601-8686, (540) 887-3200/943-5515 (Voice), (540) 213-7348 (TTY) or visit www.valleycsb.org
The mission of the Virginia Association of the Deaf is to promote, protect, and preserve
the rights and quality of life of Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The Virginia Association of the Deaf Conference will be hosted by the Hampton Roads chapter and will be held July 19-22, 2007 at the Williamsburg Woodlands Hotel and Suites in Williamsburg, Virginia.  For more information about the Virginia Association of the Deaf, as well as conference information, visit www.vad.org. 
A program of the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Richmond, Virginia Relay is a free public service that allows people who are deaf, hard of hearing, deafblind or speech disabled to communicate with anyone who uses a standard phone. The Virginia Relay Call Center is located in Norton, and employs over 100 Communications Assistants (operators) to handle Relay calls. Over 120,000 free and confidential calls are processed at the center each month. For more information, please visit www.varelay.org. 
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