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COMMISSIONER'S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE RECOGNIZES EFFORTS TO ADVANCE EMPLOYMENT OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Richmond, VA – In observance of October’s Disability Employment Awareness Month, Commissioner James A. Rothrock of the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) presented the Transition Practitioner’s Council with the Commissioner’s Annual Award of Excellence in Transition on Thursday, October 7, 2004, at the Frontier Culture Museum in Staunton, Virginia.  The award recognized the Council’s efforts in ensuring quality programs and services to students with disabilities moving from high school to work and adult life. 

“Transition planning is a critical step in preparing youth for a life beyond high school, whether it is post-secondary education, employment or independent living,” says Commissioner Rothrock. “DRS is fully committed to providing the guidance and services that students and their families need to make informative decisions about their future.”
The Transition Practitioner’s Council, which was formed in the early 1980’s, provides direction, support, and problem-solving strategies that enhance the transition planning process.  The Council is managed by a collaborative team led by the Beth Somers of the Department of Rehabilitative Services; Loretta Harris of the Post-Secondary Education Rehabilitation Transition (PERT) program at Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center; and Dale Matusevich of the Department of Education's Training and Technical Assistance Centers (T-TAC) program at Radford University.
The Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) a state agency that helps individuals with disabilities achieve employment and increased independence.  Through DRS, Transition Services such as vocational counseling, career exploration and on-the-job training give transitioning youth the skills they need to successfully enter Virginia’s workforce and live as independently as possible.  For more information about DRS, please visit www.vadrs.org.
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