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Virginia Transition Forum Helps Youth with Disabilities Prepare for Life Beyond High School
Richmond, Virginia – Each year, more than 50,000 students with disabilities receive services that prepare them for a successful transition from school to work, postsecondary education and adult life.  On March 12-14, 2007 the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) and other transition service partners will host the 2007 Virginia Transition Forum at the Norfolk Waterside Marriott in Norfolk, Virginia.  The forum brings together students, families, advocates, and services providers with representatives from education, vocational rehabilitation, workforce development, and business to address the multiple issues facing youth and young adults with disabilities as they prepare for life beyond high school.
“Transition planning is a critical step in guiding students with disabilities toward opportunities for post-secondary education, vocational training, employment and independent living,” says DRS Commissioner Jim Rothrock. “We are pleased to participate with our many partners to provide this forum every year for youth and their families to learn what programs and resources are available to them.”
The 2007 forum, which is the single largest source of training and technical assistance for state and local rehabilitation and education personnel serving youth with disabilities, will feature the theme, “Working Together to Achieve Results” and will be opened by Assistant Secretary John Hager from the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation.  More than 1,000 are expected to attend, including DRS rehabilitation counselors, DOE transition specialists, educators, agency representatives, youth and families.  
Of particular note, the forum will feature a panel of students with disabilities who will share the strategies they are utilizing in order to transition successfully.  "The forum is an opportunity for students with disabilities to demonstrate leadership, set goals, network with peers, and develop the confidence and skills they need to transition from high school to post-secondary education or the workplace." said Doug Cox, VDOE Assistant Superintendent for Special Education and Student Services. 
For more information about the 2007 Virginia Transition Forum, please contact Erica Lovelace at (804) 662-7081 or visit www.virginiatransitionforum.org
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In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (v), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
The Department of Education (VDOE) is responsible for educating students, grades kindergarten through 12, in the fundamental knowledge and academic subjects that they need to become capable, responsible, and self-reliant citizens. VDOE's Division of Special Education and Student Services, in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations, works with local school divisions to provide education and related services for children with disabilities. For further information on Special Education and Student Services, call toll-free (800) 422-1098 or visit www.doe.virginia.gov.
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