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Virginia’s Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center Receives National Recognition
Richmond – The Commonwealth’s premier rehabilitation facility, Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center (WWRC), has recently received national recognition for its Business Information Technology program, a training program which prepares people with disabilities for careers in the field of information technology.  The Association of Rehabilitation Programs in Computer Technology (ARPCT) named WWRC’s program the “2006 Member Program of the Year”.  

“The center is to be commended for garnering national regard for its IT program, one of many programs at the center designed to help people with disabilities enter or re-enter the workforce and live more independently,” said Governor Kaine.    

WWRC, which is a division of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) located in Fishersville, Virginia, offers comprehensive rehabilitation services on a residential and outpatient basis for persons with physical, mental, sensory and/or emotional disabilities.  WWRC is a resource not only for Virginians with disabilities, but for persons with disabilities from around the globe who come to the center for its wide array of services.  

The center’s Business Information Technology program was started over 30 years ago when IBM’s Irwin Kaplan and Norm Hammond launched their first “Project to Train the Handicapped” training program in 1972-73.  Over the years, the training program has expanded its course offerings several times through collaborative efforts between DRS, other Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Network partners, and corporate sponsors.  Today students in the program can take advantage of diverse, up-to-date curricula, including distance learning courses that will prepare them for promising IT careers.  

“In Virginia, we are committed to building thriving public-private partnerships.  The success and acclaim of the IT program at Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center is a great example of how public and private sectors are working together to create opportunities for Virginians with disabilities,” commented Governor Kaine.
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