Rehabilitation Services Administration Commissioner’s Award
 

Joanne Wilson, Commissioner, Rehabilitation Services Administration, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, has notified the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) that the Agency has been awarded the 2002 Commissioner’s Award for Excellence in Education and Training.  The award will be presented to James A. Rothrock, DRS Commissioner, at the National Council on Rehabilitation Education Conference in Washington D.C. on October 8, 2002.  
 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center serves as the training site and also provides many of the program instructors.  Additional instructors come from local rehabilitation offices throughout the state, the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, and from the Jobs Accommodation Network in West Virginia.

 

This training program seeks to enhance the knowledge, skills and abilities of rehabilitation professionals and community partners in the effective and appropriate use of the latest assistive rehabilitation technology that promotes employment and independence for vocational rehabilitation customers.  The training emphasizes the critical role of the client in driving the design and delivery of appropriate assistive technology devices and ensuring department staff and community partners are knowledgeable about how current technologies expand vocational choices and independence options.  Community partners, such as Centers for Independent Living, Community Rehabilitation Programs, local One-Stop partners, private vendors, and other state agencies, internal and external to the Commonwealth of Virginia, have participated in the training programs.  By sharing these training resources and knowledge with different community partners, teams are forming in local communities to benefit consumers in accessing assistive technology.  The natural result of this partnering for our consumers is expanded employment options and the supports necessary to ensure success in areas of customer independence.
For additional information, please contact Brenda Adkins, 804-662-7000, toll free 800-552-5019, or email at adkinsbw@drs.state.va.us.
