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DEPARTMENT OF
REHABILITATIVE SERVICES




June 9, 2003

Dear Stakeholder:

People with spinal cord injury, family members, professionals, advocates, and any interested parties are invited to participate in a SCI FOCUS GROUP jointly sponsored by the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), Virginia Commonwealth University’s Spinal Cord Injury Model Systems Program, and Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center (WWRC).  Participants in the FOCUS GROUP will assistant in identifying the critical components of a statewide one-to-one peer support program for people with spinal cord injury.  DRS, WWWRC, and VCU plan to submit a proposal to the Commonwealth Neurotrauma Initiative Trust Fund to establish an SCI peer support system in Virginia (the deadline for submission of a proposal is projected to be October 1, 2003, though a Request For Proposals has not yet been released).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

DATE: 

Thursday, June 26, 2003 (REGISTER BY MON JUN 23!)

TIME: 

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PLACE:  

Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center, Fishersville, VA

(Birdsall Hoover Building, Multi-Purpose Room)

DIRECTIONS: 
http://www.wwrc.net/html/directions.htm ; http://www.wwrc.net/images/campusmap.pdf;


1-800-345-WWRC

FOOD: 

Morning/afternoon snacks and box lunches available at no cost!

Over the past fifteen years there have been varying degrees of peer support available to people in Virginia who sustain a spinal cord injury.  From the mid-80s to the mid-90s, people with SCI had access to peer mentors through the CADRE program administered by WWRC.  These peer mentors provided many non-traditional supports not available through the medical or rehabilitation communities.  Unfortunately, due to loss of long-term funding, the program could not be maintained.

In the mid-90s the Medical College of Virginia (MCV), in collaboration with the Virginia Commonwealth University’s (VCU) Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC), was designated as an SCI Model Systems Program site.  One of the projects of this federal grant was train people as peer mentors to support others going through the rehabilitation process at MCV.  Although this mentor program had more stable funding, its primary focus was MCV rather than statewide. 

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]If you believe in the power of peer support, plan to attend the FOCUS GROUP to share your thoughts and ideas on the establishment of a statewide peer support program for people with spinal cord injury.  Please return the enclosed registration form by Monday, June 23, 2003. 

Sincerely,

Patti Goodall




Paige Moore

Patricia Goodall




Paige Moore

Director 





Director, Occupational Therapy

Brain Injury and Spinal Cord Injury Services
Manager, Short Term Rehabilitation Unit 

Community Based Services Division 

Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center

Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services

Ed Turner

Ed Turner

Director 

Peer Mentor and Self-Advocacy Training

SCI Model Systems Program

Virginia Commonwealth University
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Spinal Cord Injury Focus Group

June 26, 2003  (  11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  (  Birdsall Hoover Building 

Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center 
PLEASE PRINT!

Name:













Title/Affiliation:











Street Address:












City:













State:




  Zip Code:







Phone Number: (work)



 (home)





Cell/Mobile Phone Number:









Fax Number:



 E-mail Address:






CIRCLE ONE:

I do/do not require accommodations to participate in this Focus Group.  IF YES, please specify: 













REGISTRATION FORM (Page 2)

I will/will not be eating lunch.  IF YES, you must register by Monday, 6/23/03!

I have/have not served as a peer mentor in the past.  IF YES, please indicate when/where: 












I have/have not attended peer mentor training in the past.  IF YES, please indicate when/where: 












SIGNED:













DATE:













Please FAX registration form to Joan Jamerson, DRS Brain Injury /Spinal Cord Injury Services, at (804) 662-7663 or E-MAIL registration to Paige Moore (moorepc@wwrc.state.va.us), Patti Goodall (goodalpa@drs.state.va.us), or Ed Turner (eturner@mail1.vcu.edu).  

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2003.

You may register after that date – or simply show up! – but we 

cannot provide lunch unless you have registered by 6/23/03.

QUESTIONS? 

Send us an e-mail or call 800-345-WWRC for Paige Moore;

[image: image10.wmf]800-552-5019 for Patti Goodall; 804-828-1851 for Ed Turner.
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