STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL

(SILC)

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

October 15, 2002

<DRAFT?

 In attendance:  Bill Ward, David Harris, Bonita Reid, Jenny McKenzie, David Benjamin
· Transportation is a little hard to address in a statewide manner.  The reason being different needs from locality to locality, along with funding, etc.
· Training people with disabilities on what the Americans with Disabilities Act says about transportation and para-transit statewide.  Kelly Maxwell of the Endependence Ctr. In Norfolk is putting together this type of training for support organizations and people with disabilities in the Tidewater area.

· Efforts to improve services should be shared in a statewide venue, with different localities working together to share great ideas/ innovative approaches/ common problems.  Community Action Specialists are engaged in this as well as Va. Beach’s interest in creative augmentative paratransit for people not serviced by Hampton Roads Transit through the faith based initiative could be an idea shared by other cities.  Kelly Maxwell says right now it appears that such a measure would require a bill from the General Assembly to approve volunteer’s coverage under agency insurance policies.  Va. Beach is talking about supplementary para-transit for people who lost their rides to work and other places by using volunteers, churches, and city organizations and those non-profit organizations for these rides.  This would provide people more access.  Kelly says there is the transportation referendum in both the Tidewater area and Northern VA, both of which may have a portion of money attached designated loosely for use in public transit.  This has not been nailed down for public transit to her knowledge.  This could be an area that advocacy could take place.

· Building Bridges Group is now formed at the Endependence Ctr. To discuss disability issues such as housing and transportation.  Members of the Trans. Committee have been attending meetings in the local community including: council of civic organization meetings, city meetings on transportation, paratransit and Hampton Roads Transit, public hearings on bus route changes, etc.  Hampton Roads Transit creates a complaint policy for riders from advocacy efforts.

· Richard, Kelly’s boss at the Endependence Ctr., has suggested getting transit companies and people with disabilities to work together on issues like driver training.  The transit agencies could contract with Centers for Independent Living and other disability organizations to do sensitivity training.

Given the small attendance by the Transportation Committee and limited number of SILC members, it was agreed to merge the Transportation Committee and the Consumer Education Committee together.  It was well noted that a lot of statewide Transportation issues require getting the word out through consumer/community education.

 

